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March Meeting: Tuesday, March 4 at 1130 hours at the Bluewater Grill in Wrightsville Beach.  

 
Menu:  Bluewater Cheeseburger with French Fries (new), Barbequed Mango Shrimp Wrap with pasta salad 

(new), Greek Salad with Grilled Chicken, or Fish and Chips with French Fries; accompanied by soft 

beverages, coffee, tea, and cookies from Apple Annie’s for dessert. 

 
Price: $15 per person payable at the door as choice of entrée is made. 

 

Program: We are pleased to have COL Peter A. Dotto, USA (Ret) who is a member of the Pinehurst 

Sandhills Chapter. He will brief us on his extensive research concerning issues facing MOAA now and in the 

future. 

 
RSVP: JoAnn Doleman at jdoleman522@gmail.com or (910) 540-8459, NLT March 3. 

 
April Meeting: We are pleased to welcome Mr. Cort Barnes, one of the hostages during the 444 day Iranian 

siege of the American Embassy in Tehran.  With Mr. Barnes will be our very own Lt. Col. Les Petty, USMC 

(Ret) who was the helicopter commander on one of the aircraft sent to rescue Mr. Barnes.  Save the date – 

April 1
st
 – on your calendars! 

 

Message from the President 

 

Those who were able to attend the February meeting were able to 

meet and hear a warrior.  Maj Jim Capers delivered an address 

from the heart.  You cannot forget those who have given all they 

have for the country and their compatriots.  His message was 

unforgettable.  One of our members stopped me after the meeting 

and mentioned that I should have warned everyone that we would 

go thru all of our emotions in that  hour.  We thank Jim Capers for 

his duty and coming to our meeting. 

 

We mentioned at the last meeting that we were going to expand 

our outreach.  This is still a goal and we will be working to 

determine how to evaluate the various organizations who serve the 
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military family and how much we can assist.  If you have any organization you would like us to review, we 

ask for your help.  The plan is not to adopt one group, but to look at the needs of several and help as we can.   

 

The next meeting will be at the Bluewater and we look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Member Updates 

 

Our deepest condolences are offered to Joyce Spradlin, whose husband, CDR Willie Spradlin, USN (Ret), 

died in August, 2013.   

 

Lt Col Donnie Ellis and his wife, Phyllis, have moved from the area. 

 

No new members have joined in the month of February.  Invite an eligible friend to lunch on March 4
th

!  A 

membership application form is included on page 6, the address page. 

 

Program Updates 

 

Jim Jackson, our Program Chair, reports… 

 

On 4 February, 2014, we were honored to have Major James Capers, USMC (Ret) for our monthly meeting. 

Major Capers discussed his many combat assignments including Okinawa, the Philippines and Viet Nam.  

Shortly after arrival in Viet Nam as a Staff Sergeant, he became the lone survivor of his Company after a 

horrific fire fight. He was then awarded a battlefield commission of 2nd Lieutenant by the Commanding 

General.  For his many heroic actions, Major Capers was awarded a Purple Heart, the Silver Star, and the 

Bronze Star.  In addition, he was recommended for the Congressional Medal of Honor.  James Capers, who 

began his life in South Carolina as the son of a sharecropper, would like for us to never forget those  that 

have fought in the many battles for freedom but did not return. 

 

For our 4 March program, we are pleased to have with us COL Peter A. Dotto, USA (Ret).  COL Dotto is a 

member of the Pinehurst Sandhills Chapter and has just completed extensive research on the issues facing 

MOAA and its continued relevance and future. Specifically, COL Dotto will address: 

 

 Challenge of increasing membership from a decreasing veteran pool 

 Challenge of attracting non-retired former members 

 How Generation X and Generation Y are different from us and how to address their interests and 

needs 

 What the local chapters offer that National MOAA does  not 
 

As your Program Chairman, I strongly encourage you to attend this meeting ….it is an extremely 

important and fascinating look into what we all need to do to keep our organization from becoming extinct in 

a rapidly changing society of younger generations of military officers and spouses.   

 

As usual, our meeting will be at the beautiful BlueWater Grill on Wrightsville Beach beginning at 1130 

hours.  Our luncheon continues to priced at $15 including the entrée of your choice, soft beverages, coffee, 

tea and cookies from Apple Annie’s for dessert.  We have two new menu selections this month for you to 

sample: 
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 BlueWater Cheeseburger with French Fries (new) 

 Barbequed Mango Shrimp Wrap with pasta salad (new) 

 Greek Salad with Grilled Chicken 

 Fish and Chips with French Fries  
 

Upcoming Programs 

 

 1 April (BlueWater) – Mr. Cort Barnes, one of the hostages during the 444 day Iranian siege of the 
American Embassy in Tehran.  With Mr. Barnes will be our very own Lt. Col. Les Petty, USMC 

(Ret) who was the helicopter commander on one of the aircraft sent to rescue Mr. Barnes. 

 6 May (Oak Island) – State Senator Bill Rabon 

 13 June (Hugh MacRae Park) – Annual Pig Pickin’ and ROTC Scholarship Awards 

 

Treasurer Update 

 

JB Knoll, Treasurer, reports that our new monthly meeting check in procedures instituted for the  4 February 

2014 meeting worked well. 

 

** ONLY money for meals is accepted at the primary check in table.  If you are paying by check, please 

make it out BEFORE you get in line for the amount of the meals you are paying for. 

 

** DUES, DONATIONS, and OTHER CHAPTER BUSINESS  will be handled at a second table manned by 

Al Schroetel, myself,  and John Melia.  

 

This change enabled faster check in with improved accuracy for meal counts, dues, and donations collected. 

 

Your cooperation is appreciated. 

 

Legislative Update 

 

The key to grassroots legislative power is staying informed. MOAA’s weekly Legislative Update         

 e-newsletter is a great product and service provided to our members. In today’s environment we need to stay 

connected and informed so we may engage our elected officials to ensure MOAA’s One Powerful Voice® is 

heard. If you have not already done so, please sign up to receive the Legislative Update by 

visiting www.moaa.org/email or by calling MOAA’s Member Service Center at (800) 234-MOAA (6622). 

The Legislative Update informs you of time-sensitive legislative alerts weekly.  The latest big news: 

 

MOAA Wins Military Retirement Battle, but COLA Relief Was Just the First Step 

 

For the past two months, MOAA and its 380,000 members have spoken out against the harmful cost-of-

living (COLA) cuts passed in the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013. And Congress finally listened by passing a 

partial repeal of the COLA cuts for working-age retirees.  

  

Congress listened, but why? MOAA delivered the facts to Congress—facts that highlighted the unjust impact 

these cuts would have on military personnel and their families. An E-7 with twenty years of service stood to 

lose nearly $83,000 and an O-5 with twenty years of service stood to lose $124,000. The opposition claimed 

COLA cuts would be insignificant, but the facts showed otherwise.  
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MOAA stood firm on its belief: If you’ve served, you deserve the benefits promised to you. And with the 

tireless efforts of MOAA’s entire legislative team and the 295,000 messages sent to Capitol Hill by MOAA 

members, Congress was forced to listen.  

 

The COLA relief represents a significant victory, but more military compensation and benefits are in 

jeopardy. In the coming months, we could see proposals to:  

 

 Cap pay raises or even freezing pay  

 Make additional end-strength cuts  

 Cut basic housing allowances  

 Reduce the commissary benefit savings  

 Means-test TRICARE fees and establish TRICARE For Life/TRICARE Standard enrollment 
fees…and more.  

 

MOAA will continue to fight to protect your earned benefits. But our strength depends on our numbers. 

Share this information with your networks, and encourage them to join the fight.   

 

Remember, chapter dues are waived for all members 90 years of age or older and all new chapter members 

for the remainder of the calendar year in which they join – that’s nine months of free membership for those 

who join in March! 

 

JROTC Scholarship Update 

 

Al Schroetel, Chapter Secretary, reports cumulative ROTC Scholarship donations for the 2014 Scholarship 

Program as of January 2014:  

 

 80 people have donated to the 2014 program.   

 The total donations received are $3,156.00.  

 Our donations range in size from $5.00 to $163.00. 

 11 have donated $100 or more. 

 The average donor has contributed $39.45. 
 

Thank you to those who have helped sustain our core outreach program.  If you have not yet had a chance to 

donate to the 2014 Scholarship Program, please consider adding what you can to your lunch payment on 

March 4
th

 – small contributions made regularly have gotten us this far.  Thank you for your consideration of 

this request. 

 

Our Sponsors 

 

We appreciate the generous support of our sponsors, which helps defray the cost of publishing this 

newsletter, and supports SENCLAND MOAA military and veteran outreach activities in our local 

community.  We welcome our newest sponsors, Robert Cooley, owner of Apple Annie’s Bake Shop, and 

Christine Stitcher, Graphic Designer.  Thanks for your support, Rob and Chris. 
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               Steve Mannell, LTC, USA, Retired, 

CFO 

               910-307-3500 | 

smannell@aafmaa.com 

               www.aafmaa.com/wealthmanagement 

 

 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

This space available now! 

If you would like to discuss MOAA SENCLAND sponsorship opportunities, please email 

steve.mannell@gmail.com. 
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  THE SENCLAND CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 15207 

WILMINGTON, NC  28408 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

March 2014 
 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________  State ______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouses Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter 

although we strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $15.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete 

this form and mail to the return address above.  Call Col Al Schroetel, membership chairman, at               

910-686-6905 or email downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

